Vintage Carriages Trust: Education pages

Topic: Wartime Evacuation of Children

School-based activities: “Tearful Goodbyes” - discussion suggestions
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Look at the people in the drawing. You will see Jimmy, with his sister. They are leaving their Mother and are boarding a train. They are being evacuated away from London and are being taken to a safe place in the country. Their Mother is standing with them on the station platform waiting to say goodbye as they get into the compartment of the railway carriage with many other children, and await the steam train taking them many miles from London.

Imagine you are one of the children. How do you think you would be feeling at this time?

Look at Jimmy's Mother as she says goodbye to Jimmy and his little sister. Can you think of words which would tell us how she might have been feeling at that time?

There is a railway man standing on the platform. What do you think was his job? How would he be able to help the children and their Mother at that moment?

Look at all the things the children are carrying. What would you think was the most important thing and why?

How does the way these children are dressed differ from the way we dress now?

Look at the station and the platform. Would it be a strange experience for these children to travel by train?
